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For immediate release:

Sound artist and phonographer Christopher delaurenti on public record

Ultra-red's online record label and archive, Public Record, launches a new series of online-only releases with the label debut of Christopher DeLaurenti. In the wake of last year's acclaimed and controversial Favorite Intermissions, Seattle composer and theorist DeLaurenti delivers WALLINGFORD FOOD BANK, a gritty sonic document of poverty. 

According to the cliché, the starving artist holds a golden thread to class advancement. Does an artist persist in identifying with wealth even to the point of amnesia? This is the sound of the golden thread being cut. In the CD liner notes, DeLaurenti explains: 

"Dead broke in 2004, I stretched my meager income with multiple visits to the local food bank. Remembering that hard work and money often remain incongruent, I collected site recordings, interviews, and surreptitious microphone captures into my testimony of poverty, Wallingford Food Bank."

If, as DeLaurenti has said, "the definition of music has remained a moving target," then the musician him or herself stands in the uncomfortable position of the target's bull-eye. In 2000, DeLaurenti began to examine the politics of that position by releasing the ground-breaking N30: Live at the WTO - an album of soundscapes from the Battle in Seattle. He has gone on to mine a unique terrain between field-recording and the front lines of resistance. In the precious world of acoustic ecology, where most soundscape artists equate high-fidelity with an erasure of the apparatus and the artist's own place in history, DeLaurenti rushes directly into the contradictions. From his Live in New York at the Republican National Convention Protest (2005 - released as a bonus CD in the Seattle homeless newspaper, Real Change) to last year's Favorite Intermissions, DeLaurenti listens by way of a subjectivity composed on behalf of the microphone. 

With Wallingford Food Bank, DeLaurenti examines a more personal space, reflecting on his own experiences with the struggle against poverty. A long-time advocate for the homeless and the fight against poverty, he offers this album as a testament to the fear and suffering that lies behind the axiom, the personal is political. 

Visit Christopher DeLaurenti's website at http://delaurenti.net. 
Public Record is the internet-based archive of the Ultra-red audio-activist organization.  Established for the distribution of work by Ultra-red members and allies, Public Record serves as an interface between the organization and its publics with free fair-use downloads of exclusive full-length albums, images, texts and video. 
Ultra-red: www.ultrared.org

Public Record: www.publicrec.org
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